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Linguistics and Poetics, Rules and Creativity
Tamar Sovran

Tel Aviv University

Abstract

Among his many other important intellectual contributions was Roman
Jackobson's call for bridging the gap between poetics and linguistics.
Since his time linguistics, and especially semantics, have developed new
tools which became even more relevant to the study of poetic language.
Great creative poets search constantly for innovative modes of
expressions. They look for the unique, exciting expression that will
accurately convert their experience and talent into poetic language. In that
they extend the regular modes of expression, and pose new challenges for
linguists. Linguists, on the other hand, look for regularities and for
explaining the various motivations for all modes of expressions in
language, including the poetic mode. The paper offers a close reading of
one of Alterman's poem, the final poem of his volume "koxavim baxuz",
titled "hem levadam”. The paper suggests an integrated analysis: phono-
prosodic, grammatical (verbs, aspects, pronouns), syntactic, semantic
(fields, mapping, emotive meaning), and pragmatic (speech acts). It aims
to contribute to the ways the poem is decoded, understood and evaluated,
and to show how the analysis helps pointing out advantages and
draowbacks of various linguistic attitudes in dealing with poetic language.
The main aim of the paper is to display the fruitfulness of an integrated

linguistic analysis of the language of poetry.



NIWL2% NOHRIWT ITIART TIW 2OWIOW MIRDA2 DPND YR WK 7R rapn I

422-207 My A"OWN ,D°NYIAX DOV UMW



