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‘THE WORLD IS A RIDDLE BUT THE RIDDLE 1S A WORLD’
Haya Shacham

The article discusses The Book of Riddles (‘Sefer Ha-hidot’) by Nathan
Alterman, a book that has not been discussed much in Hebrew literary
criticism. The article is not limited to Alterman’s mentioned book. It
expands to a comparative study of a phenomenon that has not been looked
into at all, namely, the riddle-like texts in Alterman’s canonical works that
use the riddle format and devices without actually being a riddle.

The article points out the similarities between the mechanisms of the
riddle and those of metaphors, which Alterman used in his canonical
poetry, while comparing The Book of Riddles with Alterman’s early poetic
oeuvre. Further, the article discusses the riddles that do not have to be
solved, those that resemble segments of poems (which are not riddles)
and contribute to the blurring of boundaries between riddle and poem. The
article touches also upon pseudo-riddles - another use that Alterman made
of the riddle format outside The Book of Riddles.

The second part of this article focuses on The Book of Riddles itself,

examining the principles of the riddles’ ordering and editing by Alterman
himself. In this part, I also examine the poetic characteristics of The Book
of Riddles (thyme, rthythm, rhetoric, titles) that distinguish this book from
other works by Alterman.
In conclusion, The Book of Riddles is presented in this article as an
interesting junction in Alterman’s oeuvre, in which various aspects of his
literary work are intersecting. Hence, the importance of this book, as well
as its problematic status in Alterman’s oeuvre.

[xi]





